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From the PastorÕs Pen 
 
Happy summer greetings to you! 

The streets around the church are quiet now 

that the children are on summer vacation and 

the twice-daily traffic jams from the Brooks 

School are on hold for a few months. IÕm so 

fortunate to still get to hear childrenÕs voices 

and laughter over the din of the air conditioner 

in my office as they play on the lawn outside or 

are wowed by an activity in Fellowship Hall. 

About 30 children are registered in our Bright 

Stars Summer Program and it is such a delight 

to have them around. 

IÕm mindful, though, that while many children 

have somewhere to be and someone to watch 

over them Ð whether at home, at camp, at a 

Boys and Girls Club, or at a school-sponsored 

program Ð there are many young people in our 

cities and neighborhoods who do not have 

access to structured activities and supervision. 

The surge in youth violence each summer and 

other kinds of nightly news-worthy things kids 

get up to are reminders that thereÕs much work 

to be done on creating accessible 

programming for our young. 

ThatÕs why itÕs so important to support City 

Mission Society. This UCC-related 

organization lets its light shine by taking on 

some of the most challenging social issues in 

the Greater Boston area. Whether itÕs violence 

or homelessness, education or community 

transformation CMS is on the front lines of the 

fight for social justice. Its Youth Peace  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Empowerment program this summer promises 

to be a great blessing to the young people of 
Boston and beyond and I encourage you say a 

prayer, send a donation, or volunteer in 

support this program. For more information on 

how to contribute go to http://cmsboston.org/, 

contact them at 617-742-6830, or call me at 

781-395-2633. 

LetÕs pray together this summer for children 

everywhere and for those who work to provide 

for them and serve them. Above all, letÕs pray 

that our children may know a world at peace 

where each and every person is valued for 

who they are. We are all children of God. 

Grace and Peace, 
Steven 

Steven and Nanette at Boston Pride, an annual 

march that the UCC Open and Affirming 

churches walk in, to make GodÕs love known: 
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Our New Student Pastor 
 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ and soon-

to-be friends, 

I am enthusiastic and grateful for the 

opportunity to spend the next year 

worshipping, serving, and learning with 

you as your student pastor. Rev. Steven 

has told me that GodÕs spirit is active in 

many ways in your faith community. 

This is certainly an exciting and hopeful 

time in the life of your church! I feel so 

fortunate to be joining you as you 

faithfully follow GodÕs lead into the future. 

Rev. Steven encouraged me to write a letter to 

introduce myself. Although we havenÕt met yet, 

we are neighbors. I live two miles away in 

Winchester, where I have been a joyful and 

active member of the First Congregational 

Church for 16 years. I often walk my dogs 

through the Fells and streets of West Medford 

and play tennis at the Playstead courts. I have 

also taught at the Germaine Lawrence School 

in Arlington. I have two wonderful teenagers, 

Max and Madeline, and two lovable mutts, 

Bella and Joe. I grew up in St. Paul, 

Minnesota, but have lived Òout eastÓ since I 

attended Dartmouth College; after 20+ years I 

now consider myself a native.  

I am currently a part-time student at Andover 

Newton Theological School, where I am half-

way through my studies toward a Master of 

Divinity. (This summer, I’m taking an on-line 

course called ÒLove and Compassion across 

the World ReligionsÓ.  Fascinating!) 

In addition, I recently joined the MA 

Conference of the United Church of 

Christ as a part-time member of the 

stewardship ministry team, which 

brings together my experience in 
finance and teaching, as well as lay 

church leadership. 

My experience at the 

Congregational Church of West 

Medford will be a very important part of my 

development as a hopeful future pastor.  I 

anticipate that my time with you will be both 

challenging and rewarding. I also hope that 

weÕll have some fun together. By providing me 

and other students with opportunities to serve 

and learn with you, you are helping to nurture 

and shape the future of the wider church. I am 

grateful to God and to you for this opportunity.  

Thank you in advance for welcoming me. 

Have a safe and enjoyable summer. I look 

forward to meeting you in September! 

Yours in faith, 

Jena Roy 

   

Summer Faith Formation Group  
Each Sunday in July and August at 12pm for 45min in the Living Room  or outdoors . 

Together we'll explore the  delightful journey into finding God amidst the hustle 
and bustle of everyday life  that author, Barbara Brown Taylor, explores in An 
Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith . Each week weÕll discuss a short chapter 
or two. You are welcome to begin attending at any point during the summer or , 
as you are able , throughout.  

Invite a friend and pl ease let  Steven know if you plan to attend (so we can  order 
copies of the book ) or if  you have any questions.  
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 Children and Youth News 

 

Thanks to all who helped with the Easter 

Breakfast. As always, it was a great way for 

many to begin Easter Morning.  

CONGRATULATIONS to Clarisse, Emma, 

Kylie, and Patrick on their Confirmation. Their 

personal statements of faith were very well 

received and displayed an amazing maturity 

and spiritual confidence. We look forward to 

their participation in the Sunday School and 

worship next year.  

The Youth Choir has had an eventful year. 

They provided wonderful music on their own as 

well as with the Adult Choir throughout the 

year. Every Youth Choir member participated 

in the Music Sunday celebration Ð a fabulous 

service enjoyed by all! We look forward to next 

year as some of these members progress to 

singing more with the Adult Choir and mentor 

new/younger members of the Youth Choir. A 

heartfelt thank you to Herman for his 

encouragement and guidance Ð we couldnÕt do 

it without you! 

We are pleased to announce that CE has hired 

a Youth Activities Coordinator.  Lizzie Maris is 

a divinity student at Andover Newton and 

comes highly recommended! She will be 

coordinating a youth activity sometime this 

summer (details to come) and will begin 

worshiping and working with us regularly in the 

fall. Please welcome her warmly as she begins 

to share her talents with us.  

Help needed, volunteers encouragedÉ  

Sunday School Teachers Ð we are ALWAYS 

looking for people to help with the Sunday 

School.  You do not need to commit to a full 

year or even every Sunday and we can provide 

you with hassle free curriculum materials that 

are easy to follow. Please see a CE member if 

you even think you may be interested! We 

have a great group of kids who are a delight to 

work with. 

ChildrenÕs Sunday was marked with a 

delightful service and wonderful community 
picnic. Thank you to all  who have helped 

make this year a meaningful time in the 

spiritual lives of our youth. We especially thank 

Carol Luongo for her many years of dedicated 

time and guidance. Her presence in the 

Sunday School will be greatly missed! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Debbie DiSciullo (chair), Kim Grubb, Holly 
Maloney, Julie Roberts, Beverly Roche. 
 

Spiritual Life News 
 
In order to better serve the needs of our 

church, the Deacons have decided to institute 

a ÒDeacon of the MonthÓ program.  We are all 

available to serve communion, visit, and pray 

for the congregation, but each month there will 

be a Òpoint personÓ who can be especially 

vigilant and available during that period.  Our 

schedule for the rest of the year is: 

!  July:  Karen McCune Barca 

!  August:  Shirley Gibson 

!  September:  Robin Baker 

!  October:  Joy Roberts 

!  November:  Brenda Briggs 

!  December:  all 

The Spiritual Life Committee always welcomes 

requests for our assistance and hopes to hear 

from anyone who is in need.  

SPIRITUAL LIFE COMMITTEE  
Robin Baker (chair), Brenda Briggs, Shirley 
Gibson, Karen McCune Barca, Joy Roberts, 
Kathy Williams. 
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Sundays: All new short & sweet Summer 
Worship with childrenÕs programming at 
10am followed by Community Lunch at 
11am. 

Making Music : In lieu of choir, during July 
and August, you are invited to offer a 
musical reflection to call us to prayer 
during worship. Please speak with either 
Herman or Steven to schedule a date. 

July 11, 10am : We will be joining Pleasant 
Street Congregational Church for worship 
in Arlington. Please visit our website for a 
link to theirs for directions! 

Community Lunches : Will be continuing 
after worship during July and August. 
Come and eat and spread the word! Sign 
up, if you are able to share something, the 
binder is on the table in Barnes Chapel. 

Faith Group : Spend 45 minutes after 
lunch each Sunday talking with others 
about An Altar in the World: A Geography 
of Faith by Barbara Brown Taylor. 
Together we'll explore this delightful 
journey into finding God amidst the hustle 
and bustle of everyday life. Speak to 
Steven if you have questions or to order a 
copy. 

August 8 , 10am: WeÕll be welcoming folk 
from Pleasant Street Congregational 
Church in a joint service at High Street. 

 

 

 

Birthday Wishes 

July  
10        Louise Wilensky 
30        Mary Beal 
31        Stephen Baker 

 
August  

7          Herman Weiss 
8          Laura Williams 
14        Megumi Abe 
16        Rebecca Roberts 
9          Irving McDowell 
21        Beverly Roche 
31        Cammy Kromm 

 

September  
4          Brenda Briggs 

 
 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR  
Visit http://medfordchurch.org for more details and updates. 

The Congregational Church  
of West Medford  

An Open & Affirming Congregation  
of the United Church of Christ 

400 High Street 
Medford, MA 02155 

T. 781-395-3360 
F. 781-391-2629 

info@medfordchurch.org  
http://medfordchurch.org 
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Church Union News 
 
Union discussions with Pleasant Street 

Congregational Church are moving along. We 

have established a Union Planning Team 

(UPT) of roughly a dozen people from the two 

congregations to discuss, evaluate, and vote 

on all major issues to be presented to the 

respective congregations for their review and 

approval. WeÕve also established a Core 

Team, something like an Executive Committee, 

for the UPT consisting of three members, 

including the minister, from each church, that 

will be preparing specific recommendations for 

review by the UPT.  

Karen Lovejoy and Paul Roberts are on the 

Core Team with Rev. Savides. The UPT also 

has appointed an Administrative Subcommittee 

to gather and evaluate administrative data, 

including revenues, expenditures, facilities, 

tenants, and staff and to make 

recommendations on those issues to the Core 

Team and UPT, including a draft budget going 

out 3-5 years. Phil DiSCuilo, Rich Carle and 

Anita Nackel represent CCWM.  West Medford 

is updating a 2004 audit/assessment of our 

facilities, and weÕve contracted for a complete 

market analysis and evaluation of our physical 

assets. (This has already been done for 

PSCC.) Both reports will be immensely helpful 

to us in the future. The UPT has also drafted a 

rough schedule that needs to be finalized and 

approved.  

In my personal opinion, the most important 

step we need to take in the near future is to 

focus both congregations like lasers on the 

concept of transformation, so that we all are 

focused on what God is calling us to do. We 

are working to help the two congregations get 

to better know and appreciate each other 

better over the summer, including holding 

combined summer worship services in each 

sanctuary on two Sundays this summer, and a 

joint youth meeting.  WeÕll have periodic 

updates about the union discussions and 

events in the bulletin on Sundays over the 

summer, and when appropriate mail an update 

to all members, to keep everyone fully 

informed. 

Paul M. Roberts 

Images from our recent Picnic together: 
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Weekday Spirituality 
 
Do you find yourself wondering how to sustain 

your good ÒSundayÓ intentions through the 

week? Wondering how you might bring a more 

worshipful and spiritually-centered sense to 

your everyday life? Here are a few ideas: 

¥ Take up an intentional practice such as 

prayer, meditation, Scripture reading, 

singing, reading poetry and inspirational 

books, creating opportunities to play and 

laugh. 

¥ You might do this alone, in silence, with 

music, in a group, while walking, or driving. 

¥ Intentionally set time aside for this practice. 

¥ Take notes during Sunday worship 

services or at other times during the week 

of things you wish to reflect upon, things 

that touch you. 

¥ Keep a gratitude or blessing journal or 

journal about other things on your mind. 

¥ Begin painting, drawing, or doodling. 

¥ No matter what or when Ð take time for it. 

Here are some resources that may aid you: 

Books : 

The Centering Moment by Howard Thurman 

The Liturgical Year: The Spiraling Adventure of 

the Spiritual Life - The Ancient Practices Series 

by Joan Chittister and Phyllis Tickle 

A New Kind of Christianity: Ten Questions That 
Are Transforming the Faith by Brian D. 

McLaren 

Online Devotional Resources : 

http://tinyurl.com/uccdailydevotion 

http://tinyurl.com/prayerservice 

http://tinyurl.com/bok7zc  (scroll down, click 

"today") 

 

UCC Delegate Report 
 

On Saturday, June 19, 2010, I 

joined Rev. Steven and Nanette 

at the 211th annual meeting of 

the Massachusetts Conference of 

the United Church of Christ.  500 

UCC members, representing both 

clergy and laity, gathered at the DCU Center in 

Worcester to pray, sing, and vote on matters of 

significance in our Conference. 

There were several matters brought to a vote 

and passed including the annual budget 

($2,606,700) and a resolution supporting the 

creation of a Massachusetts Innocence 

Commission.  A proposal to change clergy 

compensation guidelines was returned for 

further study.   

Bishop Ulises Munoz of the Pentecostal 

Church of Chile thanked the Massachusetts 

Conference for the $90,000 that has so far 

been raised for the Blessing Cabins being 

constructed by his church as temporary 

housing for earthquake victims.  (You may 

recall that our Outreach Committee voted to 
provide the proceeds of the recent yard sale to 

this cause.)  We saw a model of what these 

simple cabins will look like.   

Further details about the meeting are available 
at http://macucc.org/    

Kathy Williams 

Denominational Delegate  

 


