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Letter From the Pastor 
 
My dear church family, 

How can I not feel awed on this first day of 

Holy Week? ItÕs a sense of being 

overwhelmed; not by mundane tasks or 

expectations, but by the rush of life and love 

that eroded the powers of death and evil once 

and for all many centuries ago. Ida Gšrrez 

eloquently described what IÕm feeling as Òthe 

sense of being completely out of proportion Ð 

something momentous, like the Niagara Falls 

is thundering down, right beside me, and there 

I stand, with a thimble in my hand, and IÕm 

supposed to dip in and collect something, 

catch it up, assimilate it, reacting properly, 

goodness knows how.Ó 

Here I stand on the precipice of ChristÕs 

passion aware at the same time of the events 

of that first glorious Easter morning. I guess 

there are worse things by which to be 

overwhelmed! And yet I wonder if you and I are 

really prepared to embrace this story in its 

fullness and live into the meaning of Easter? 

Imagine what our world might look like if each 

of us committed to acting out of GodÕs 

resurrecting love. Imagine what our church 

would look like if we managed to trust in GodÕs 

life-giving purpose. Imagine what it would feel 

like if, for only in the fullness of a moment, we 

could become aware of what the resurrection 

means for us Ð the freedom and glory. 

I guess thatÕs what weÕre working toward on 

our faith journeys, as individuals and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

as a church family. While it may feel 

overwhelming from time to time to ponder the 

meaning of Easter, it should also inspire us to 

act in ways that show resurrection within 

ourselves and the world. ItÕs no small 

challenge, but letÕs not forget that the battleÕs 

already been fought and won. All we need to 

do is trust. 

Grace and Peace, 

Steven 

From the Student Pastor 
 
In Romans 12:13 (NRSV), we are instructed by 

the Apostle Paul to Òextend hospitality to 

strangers.Ó And, in the Old Testament in 

Genesis chapter 18:1-8, we have the story of 

Abraham providing hospitality to the three 

strangers. The Bible (NSRV) reads, 

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the 
oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of 
his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up 
and saw three men standing near him. When 
he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance 
to meet them, and bowed down to the 
ground. He said, ÔMy lord, if I find favor with 
you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little 
water be brought, and wash your feet, and 
rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring 
a little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass 
onÑ since you have come to your servant.Õ  
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News from Outreach 
 
WeÕre on a Mission! Calling all ARTISTS!  

The Outreach Committee is requesting entries 

of original art to be used on T-shirts that will be 

worn by congregation members when 

participating in outreach and other activities for 

our church. 

Young and old, professional and amateur 

artists are all encouraged to submit.  

Some Background: The T-shirts will be used to 

identify our group on outings and missions in 

our community in order to raise awareness of 

our church and to let neighbors know about the 

work we are doing in our community.  

The tag line on our shirt will be ' We're on a 

Mission!  ' and it will have the address of our 

website: www.medfordchurch.org   

Suggestions and Guidance: The designs 

should represent the concepts of doing good 

work in our community and could represent 

images that are representative of Medford 

(optional). 

Sizing/ Colors: The design will be printed on a 

the entire front (or back) of a T-shirt Ð so an 8 

1/2 X 11 regular letter paper is approximately 

the right size. The design may need to be done 

in one color for best reproduction, so keep this 

in mind when designing.  

Timeline: All designs should be delivered to the 

office at CCWM by Sunday APRIL 4th.   

The winning design will be decided on April 8 

and will be used to create the T-shirts.  

Any questions: contact Susan D'Arcy Fuller 

617-694-4921 or susandarcy@hotmail.com  

A Note from Spiritual Life 
 
The Spiritual Life Committee is looking forward 

to an exciting new year.  As most of us are 

new to this work, we have been training with 

the help of Rev. Steven to serve communion, 

visit with the shut ins and other members in 

need, and are also working on coming up with 

new ideas for worship services which will 

preserve our traditions and yet offer a breath of 

fresh new vitality to our Sunday mornings.  We 

are all honored to be offered this opportunity to 

serve and with GodÕs blessings hope to be 

able to offer new opportunities to deepen each 

personÕs relationship with Jesus Christ.  We 

are praying for our church and our community 

and invite you to do the same. 

THE SPIRITUAL LIFE COMMITTEE  

Robin Baker (chair), Shirley Gibson, Brenda 

Briggs, Joy Roberts, Karen McCune Barca, 

Kathy Williams 
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 Children and Youth News 

 

We are heading into our ÒbusyÓ season! 

Sunday School is going smoothly, thanks to 

our dedicated teachers, and our Middle/High 

School group has begun their Confirmation 

classes with Rev. Steven. All of the children 

have been joining the congregation for 

Communion this year, a great way to 

experience GodÕs presence in our lives.  

Easter is fast approaching and the annual 

Breakfast and Egg Hunt will begin our Easter 

morning on April 4th. We invite and encourage 

all to attend this wonderful CCWM community 

tradition.  

The Youth Choir has been working with 

Herman and have been singing on three 

consecutive SundayÕs Ð March 21st, March 

28th (Palm Sunday), and April 4th (Easter). 

They are, as always, looking forward to 

bringing joy to all with their music. 

CE is searching for a Youth Activities Director. 

We are hoping to find an individual who would 

guide our youth groups and be willing and 

qualified to assist with the Sunday School 

Program.  

We will be changing the name of our year-end 
celebration to ChildrenÕs Sunday. The date is 

not yet firm Ð we are looking at June 6th and 

13th. Only the name is changingÉ It will be a 

celebration of the children in our Sunday 

School program and an opportunity for all to 

witness their achievements and learning and 

join together as a church family for the cook-

out. More details will be posted once the date 

has been set. 

Consider Teaching Sunday School  Ð 

This is one of the most rewarding activities you 

can imagine! WeÕre implementing a Rotation 

Workshop Model in the new school year that 

will create opportunities for one-month 

commitments. We will provide you with hassle-

free curriculum materials that are easy to 

follow. Please see a CE member or Rev. 

Steven if youÕre interested. We have a great 

group of kids who are a delight to work with 

and will teach you more than you teach them! 

Dates to R emember  Ð 

April 4 , 8:30am: Easter Breakfast Ð scrambled 

eggs, sausage, toast, coffee, juice, etc. 

Egg Hunt around 9:15 a.m. 

We need volunteers for the following: 

Clean-up (ItÕs really very simple and many 

hands make less work!) 

Baked goods, fruit, other breakfast side dishes 

May 23: Confirmation Sunday 

June  (date TBA) : ChildrenÕs Sunday & All-

Church Family Cookout 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Debbie DiSciullo (Chair), Beverly Roche, Kim 

Grubb, Julie Roberts, Holly Maloney 
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From the Church Moderator 
 
Greetings Fellow Parishioners! 

Over the last few months, we have all been 

council meeting, Reverend Steven indicated 

that concrete action items would be presented 

to the congregation from the Visioning Team in 

the coming weeks. These items will be the 

starting point of discussion and will help us all 

understand what they mean when they talk 

about transformation. 

 

Continued on Page 6 
 

A Note About Music 
 
The music for this spring season is moving 

along very well. Both the Chancel and Youth 

choirs are preparing a beautiful Holy Week 

program. There also will be choir, solo and 

instrumental participation in the following 

weeks leading into summer. There is an 

opportunity for the congregation to participate 

more fully in the musical component of the 

service and this will be unfolding in an ongoing 

manner. If anyone is interested in knowing 

more about the choirs and their schedule 

please contact the church office or the website. 

With best wishes for the Easter season, 

Herman Weiss 

 
 
 

 

How did the rose ever open its heart 
 And give to the world all its beauty? 
 It felt the encouragement  
Of Light 
Against its being 
Otherwise, we all remain 
Too frightened.           
            ~ Hafiz 
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Mystic River Cleanup 
 
Join our Outreach Mission to improve the 

environment locally by volunteering with a 

group from our church at the 

15th Annual Mystic River 

Spring Cleanup (sponsored by 

the Friends of the Mystic 

River). 

The Friends will supply bags, 

gloves and pokers. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

When: Saturday, April 24, 

2010, 9:30am Ð 12pm. 

If there is heavy rain, the event will be held on 

Sunday, April 25th instead. Our group would 

participate after church from 11:30am Ð 2pm. 

Where: Hormel Stadium Parking lot (near the 

canoe launch). 

Take Rt. 16 to Meadow Glen Mall. Turn at the 

traffic light at the mall (Locust St.), then take 

immediate left (old Sentry Ford dealership). 

Cleanup locale is straight ahead. 

A sign up sheet is available in Fellowship Hall, 

or you can contact Susan D'Arcy Fuller to sign 

up or for more information 617-694-4921 or 

susandarcy@hotmail.com  

If you need a ride to and from Hormel Stadium, 

please note this in the sign up sheet or let 

Susan know and she will arrange a ride for 

you. 

For more information go to www.fomr.org  

Medford High School students can get 

service credit fo r this event. Let u s know if 

you need a signature.  

Bright Stars News 
 
April School Vacation  

Bright Stars will be offering a special full day 

program during the April 

school vacation week 

for children in grades K 

- 6th. Our April Vacation 

Club registration forms 

can be picked up 

outside the church 

office or online at 

www.brightstarskids.org 

For more information 

call: 781-395-5320. We 

encourage families to register early as our 

February Vacation Club was sold out. 

Summer Vacation Club  

Our 2010 Bright Stars Summer Programs 

Brochure is now available. We have programs 

for children from 5 - 15 years old. Register by 

May 1st and save up to $15 per session. Our 

summer brochure can be picked-up outside the 

church office or for more information call: 781-

395-5320. 

 
A thought from the Strategic Planning Team: 

Transformation: ÒÉ radically 
committed to an unknown 
future that does not rest in 
finding new ways to do the 
same old things but in finding 
new ways to do the new things 
of Jesus in our time.Ó 
Doug Pagitt in Church Re-Imagined 
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From the Moderator Continued  

When I ponder the question ÒWhat is 

transformation?Ó I answer it by asking the 

question, ÒWhat are we doing now that we 

could be doing better?Ó From my perspective, 

coffee hour is one thing that 

could be easily transformed into 

something much more 

purposeful, substantive and 

meaningful.  

Like many of you, I see a 

picture of our church full of 

people every week being fed - 

people who come to be fed 

spiritually, as well as people 

that come to be fed physically. 

We have a newly renovated 

kitchen waiting to be used. We 

have a rich history of 

community dinners. Recently 

the Girl Scouts hosted monthly 

community dinners in 

Fellowship Hall. The food banks 

are empty because demand is 

high. Our members are eager 

to help with donations when it is 

a cause in which they believe. 

We are ready to transform into a church that 

feeds people Ð we just need to figure out how. 

To make this happen, we have been 

transitioning from a traditional coffee hour to a 

regular weekly lunch that is free to all who 

attend and is provided by the church and its 

members. I also believe that making this 

transformation does not have to be hard or 

burdensome and it should not fall on the 

shoulders of any individual. It should simply be 

a shift in thinking.  

We are excited by the enthusiastic response of 

the congregation to the lunch model that got 

underway on Sunday, March 7 and the 

generous support these lunches have 

received. We will use Barnes Chapel until the 

level of attendance outgrows that space. We 

are asking for the congregationÕs support in the 

following ways: 

¥ Contributions Ð each 

Sunday we will need 

cold drinks, snacks, 

desserts and paper 

goods, anything left 

over will be saved for 

the following week Ð 

keep it simple, bring 

what you have in the 

house or grab an extra 

something next time 

you are at the store. 

¥ Donations Ð we will be 

accepting monetary 

donations to help 

support this work. 

¥ Set up and clean up Ð 

every member should 

be prepared to put 

away a chair, throw out 

trash, wipe down a 

table Ð many hands  

  make light work. 

This shift is one small step that can help bring 

us to a place of growth and a greater sense of 

community. LetÕs eat together, share our 

resources with others and make a difference in 

our community. 

All thoughts, comments, concerns and 

questions are welcome. 

Best Regards, 

Amanda Coughlin 

781-391-5844 or amacou@comcast.net  
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From the Student Pastor Continued  

So they said, ÔDo as you have said.Õ And 
Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, 
and said, ÔMake ready quickly three 
measures of choice flour, knead it, and make 
cakes.Õ Abraham ran to the herd, and took a 
calf, tender and good, and gave it to the 
servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he 
took curds and milk and the calf that he had 
prepared, and set it before them; and he 
stood by them under the tree while they ate.  

After AbrahamÕs generous display of 

hospitality, one of the strangers prophesied 

that AbrahamÕs wife, Sarah, would have a son. 

And, despite the advanced years of the couple, 

the prophecy came true and Isaac was born to 

Sarah and Abraham. 

In the United Church of Christ (UCC), we like 

to speak of Òextravagant welcome.Ó Our faith 

tradition teaches us that a community of 

extravagant welcome recognizes the presence 

of God in every human being. Professor Ana 

Maria Pineda writes, 

To welcome the stranger is to acknowledge 
him as a human being made in God's image; 
it is to treat her as one of equal worth with 
ourselves - indeed, as one who may teach 
us something out of the richness of 
experiences different from our own. 

Pineda reminds us that when we treat 

strangers as we would want to be treated, we 

open our hearts to new learning opportunities.  

When the Congregational Church of West 

Medford (CCWM) opened its doors for me to 

become its student pastor this past fall, the 

congregation was practicing hospitality. But, it 

was more than just hospitality it was 

extravagant welcome! The congregation truly 

believed that by welcoming me into its 

fellowship that its own community would be 

enriched by the experience.  

In my Latino culture we have a saying- Òmi 

casa es tu casa.Ó Translated into English this 

saying reads, ÒMy house is your house.Ó We 

Latinos, use this saying when guests arrive at 

our homes to make them feel welcome and at 

home. I have been truly blessed to be your 

student pastor at CCWM. I have been 

welcomed with open arms, and made to feel 

very much at home. Tu casa has become mi 

casa! 

Blessings, 

Albert 

Strategic Planning Update 
 

The Strategic Planning Team has 

been hard at work for several 

months on laying the foundations 

for meaningful transformation of 

the congregation with the aim of discerning 

what it is we need to do to be relevant, vibrant, 

growing, and sustainable. Your voice is critical 

to this process, and each member and friend of 

the congregation is invited to participate in one 

of several focus groups that will be held 

between April 11 and May 10. 

The teamÕs goal is to meet with everyone in the 

church by facilitating conversations in small 

groups, numbering no larger than six. These 

group discussions will be facilitated by the 

members of the Strategic Planning Team: 

Anita Nackel, Jenny Briggs, Karen Lovejoy, 

Rich Carle, and Paul Roberts (chair). 

Whether you are a member or a visitor, attend 

the Sunday School or sit in church, come to 

church regularly or infrequently, your voice is 

critical to the process. So please do sign up for 

one of the focus group sessions. 

If you are able to host a focus group in your 

home, please contact one of the team 

members.
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Ongoing  
Uplifting worship and engaging Sunday School 
each week at 10am followed by Community 
Lunches at 11:30am. 

The choir rehearses at 7pm on Thursdays in 
the music room. All voices are welcome! 
 
April  
Thurs 1, 7:30pm  Maundy Thursday Service of 

Communion & Tenebrae  
Fri 2, 9am   Good Friday Service of  
   Remembrance & Healing 
Sat, 3   Holy Saturday 
Sun 4, 6am   Easter Sunday Sunrise  
   Service: Church Lawn 
 8:30am  Easter Breakfast & Easter  
   Egg Hunt 
 10am   Easter Intergenerational  
   Worship & Holy Communion 
Sun 11   Church Vision Focus  
   Groups Begin 
Sat 24, 9:30am  Mystic River Cleanup  
Sun 25, 2pm  Metro Boston Assoc. of the 

UCC Spring Meeting 
Tues 27, 7pm  Council Meeting 
 

May 
Sun 2, 10am  Intergenerational Worship &  
   Holy Communion 
Sun 16, 10am  Ascension Sunday 
Sun 23, 10am  Pentecost Sunday &  
   Confirmation Sunday  
Tues 25, 7pm  Council Meeting  
Sun 30   Trinity Sunday 
 

June  
Sun 6, 10am  Intergenerational Worship &  
   Holy Communion 
Tues 22, 7pm  Council Meeting  
Sun TBA    ChildrenÕs Sunday & All- 
    Church Family Cookout 
 

 

 

Birthday Wishes 

April  
1  Marion Dorrance 
2  Patricia Farraher 
7  Dean Allen 
22 Robert Burgess 
23 Randall Kromm 
24 Debbie DiSciullo 
24 Brian Dorrance 
26 Janet Morey 

 

May 
5  Meghan Grubb 
6  Elinor McDowell 
7  Heather Grubb 
7  Pam Kromm 
12 Lorna Stockbridge 
18 Bruce Roberts 
22 Anita Nackel 
23 Jessica Nackel 
23 Brett Williams 

 
June   

2  Kylie Baker 
7  Shirley Gibson 
8  Jack Briggs 
9  Rebecca Luongo 
11 Peggy Bennett 
11 James Grubb 
15 Chris and Philip DiSciullo 
18 Jeff Barca 
19 David Luongo 
21 June Livingston 
26 Priscilla Blakely 
28 Connie Wescott. 
29 Jessica Coughlin 

 
July  

10 Louise Wilensky 
 
 
 
 

FOR THE FRIDGE!  


